
 

 

 

 

WHATS COMING UP 

 

20 Sept 

Student Trustee         

Elections 

 

21 Sept 

Yr 8 Trip 

Auckland Zoo 

 

22 Sept  

OPEN DAY 

11:00am to 1:00pm 

 

QURAN AWARDS  

ASSEMBLY 

1:30pm to 2:30pm 

 

25 Sept 

Student 

Achievement Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

27 Sept 

Yr 11 Trip 

Rainbows End 

 

Yr 13 Graduation Dinner 

 

28 Sept                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Last Day of School! 

 

29 Sept 

Teacher Only Day 
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SEPTEMBER 

2017  

 

           OPEN DAY 
 

Friday 22 September  
 

11am to 1pm 
 

Join us at Open Day and hear all about the Zayed College for Girls way.  
Take part in a guided tour of our School with one of our students, see our 

facilities, meet some of our key staff members and hear about the          

wonderful  opportunities available to students at Zayed College for Girls.  
We will also be holding a special Quran Awards Assembly from 1:30pm to 

2:30pm, to celebrate the achievements of the students participating in our 

after school Hifz program.    

 

We look forward to meeting you. 
 

Faith In Action 

On Wednesday the 23rd August 2017, your daughter participated in Faith in Action.  

It was a very successful event, providing those who participated with the opportunity to put 

their faith in action. For many, the experience was full of deep learning and reflection.  

Firstly, students were organised into groups which included visiting the elderly, reading to 

kindergarten children, feeding the homeless, cleaning the Airport masjid and cleaning a 

beach.  

The Year 13's, along with the help of their Lead teachers did a great job at ensuring the 

smooth running of the event. All students displayed the values of the school and were very 

cognisant of the people and the environments visited.  

Where people were involved, students were highly interactive and engaged with those they 

met, both young and old. The learning that took place was invaluable. Students were left 

with memories that touched their hearts 

and Insha'Allah left those they met with 

fond   memories as well.  

For the groups who cleaned the Airport    

Masjid and the local beach, we are certain 

that the state they left these places in were 

commendable and pleasing to Allah Sub-

hana wa TaAla, InshaaAllah. Thank you for         

supporting your daughters and their school 

in making this a successful event               

Alhamdulillah.  ~ Ust Kareema 

See inside for more. 

  Remember 

Teacher Only Day  
 

Friday 29th September 2017 
 

School will be closed to   

students on this day.  

 

Thursday 28 September 
will be the last day of term. 

Tues 26 Sept 

Market Day 



Faith In Action: Cleaning a Masjid 
 Yr 13 Leader: Lena Sediqi 

 

After we had sought the permission of the Airport Masjid and set the date, we held group meetings to plan and delegate 

responsibilities and duties for the day. 

The weather was good on the day so we decided to walk to the Masjid. The students brought in cleaning materials and we 

divided ourselves into three groups. One group cleaned the kitchen, another the toilets and wudu area and the third to 

vacuum, pick up rubbish, clean the shelves, organise the books and clean the windows. 

The girls managed to do an epic job of cleaning. We cooperated very well and helped each other. It was such an amazing 

experience because not only were we blessed with this task, we were blessed with the opportunity to worship Allah in the 

best of ways, cleaning His house. 

We enjoyed it so much, if we didn't have to go home, we might still be there cleaning! May Allah accept our intentions to 

contribute more to helping keep the Masjids in our prospective areas, clean and tidy, for His sake alone, Ameen.  

A sign that points to the virtue of the one who takes care of 

a Masjid is the report in al-Saheehayn from the hadeeth of 

Abu Hurayrah, that a black man or a black woman used to 

take care of the Masjid, then he or she died.  

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 

asked after him (or her) and was told that he (or she) had 

died.  

He said: “Why did you not inform me? Show me his grave 

(or her grave).” Then he went to the grave and offered the      

funeral prayer over it.”  

Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 458; Muslim, 956.   

 

 

Student Achievement Conference 
 

As part of our Academic Counselling Programme we 

would like to invite you to attend a Student Achievement 

Conference on Monday 25th September 2017 to meet 

with your daughter’s subject teachers.  We would like to 

talk with you and your daughter about: 

 

Y7 - Y13 : progress in each of their subjects 

Y11-Y13  : the results of the recent Practice External 

       Examinations 

Y10-Y12 : options choices for 2018 

 

We believe that this meeting will allow the family and 

the school to work together to help your daughter 

achieve and we appreciate your efforts in coming in for 

your appointment.  

There will be no timetabled classes for students on this 

day; and students will only come to school with their 

parents for the duration of the subject teacher            

interviews. 

 

Subject teachers will be available for conferencing at 

the following times : 

9:00am - 11:00 
am 

11:30 am - 1:30 
pm 

2:30 pm - 3:30 
pm 

Al Quran  

The Book for all your needs and all your deeds 

 
You say: I'm a failure 
Allaah says: The Believers are successful  
(Al-Mu’minoon:1) 
 
You say: It’s too difficult 
Allaah says: With every difficulty there is ease 
(Inshiraah:6) 
 
You say: No one can help me 
Allaah says: ...it’s upon Us to help the believers          
(Ar-Rum:47) 
 
You say: No one is with me 
Allaah says: No doubt I’m with you! (Taha:46) 
 
You say:  I’m too sinful 
Allaah says: He loves those who repent (Al-Baqarah: 
222) 
 
You say: The religion is too hard 
Allaah says: He wants ease for you (Al-Baqarah 185) 
 
You say: I don’t have much 
Allaah says: For those who believe and do righteous 
deeds is a generous provision. (Al-Hajj:50) 
 
You say: I’m always sick 
Allaah says: ...We’ve sent down the Quran as a healing 
(Al-Israa:82) 
 
You say: I’m overburdened 
Allaah says: Allaah will not burden a soul more than 
than it can bear (Al-Baqarah: 286) 
 
You say: I feel lost 
Allaah says: And He found you lost so He guided you 
(Ad-Duhaa:7) 
 
You say: I’m unrewarded and feel unappreciated 
Allaah says: Your efforts and striving will be rewarded 
appreciated! (Insaan:22)  
 
You say:  I feel dishonoured 
Allaah says: We have indeed honoured the children of 
Adam (Al-Israa:70) 
 
You say: Shaytaan’s plot is too strong 
Allaah says: Shaytaan’s plot is indeed weak                 
(An-Nisaa:76) 
 
You say: Victory is far away 
Allaah says: The victory of Allaah is indeed close       
(Al-Baqarah: 214) 



Faith In Action: Feeding 

the Homeless 
 Yr 13 Leaders: Humyra Safi, 

Zaireen Nisha and Aatika Dean  

No of Girls: 12 
 

The day before we went out, 

most of the year 13’s stayed 

back after school to prepare the 

ingredients for the biryani. Ust 

Tracey sorted out the clothing 

that was donated into plastic 

bags for easy distribution. 
 

Wednesday morning, Zaireen 

and Hania cooked the biryani at 

Hania’s house while students in 

school wrapped sandwiches and boxed up the rice and chicken curry that Ust Tracey had made.  
 

With the help of Ust Jasmine who also brought boxes of fruit, Ust Tracey and the students made their way to Mangere 

Town Centre to meet with the Police who were happy to collaborate with us as part of the community. 
 

Aatikah Dean and Zoha Qadri (Yr 12),  went with the police to give family packs to families the police knew were in need. 

The packs consisted of sandwiches, briyani, rice/curry, fruit and clothes. The rest of the group stayed on in Mangere to 

distribute the food and clothing before moving on to Manurewa.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

In Manurewa we found more homeless people than we expected to see. Many of them sitting outside shops in blankets. 

It felt good to give them a little nourishment and warmth. At the same time. humbling and heartbreaking.  
 

We had food and clothes left over, so Ust Lina called Te 

Puea Memorial Marae in Mangere, who are well publicised 

for feeding and housing the homeless and they were very 

happy to receive our donations. 
 

It was a day of understanding. We take for granted the kind 

of lifestyle that Allah has blessed us with. We have no right 

to judge those we see less fortunate than us as we do not 

know the circumstances that led them to where they are.      

Homelessness and poverty is more complicated than we 

think. 

Surah Al-Insan, says: 
 

“And they are those who give food – in spite of their own 

need , to the needy, and the orphan,  and the captive, [saying 

in their hearts],’We only feed you for the sake of Allah, and 

we desire nothing in return from you, not even a word of 

thanks’’”  (76:8-9).  
 
It is permissible to be kind and generous to a non-Muslim as 

Allaah Says (what means): {Allaah does not forbid you from 

those who do not fight you because of religion and do not 

expel you from your homes — from being righteous toward 

them and acting justly toward them. Indeed, Allaah loves 

those who act justly.}[Quran 60:8]. 

The Police were so supportive of our initiative they  

provided the mobile police bus and the manpower to 

help us.  

Above: Hania Ahmadi and Humyra Safi (yr13) cooking and packing the 

Biryani for distribution and students in the streets of South Auckland. 

 
Ust Tracey with Ust Jasmine Faiza was the teacher in charge of this 

project. They would like to thank the girls for their wonderful conduct, 

their enthusiasm, their hard work and their humanity.  



Attendance Over-Dues 

Attendance Dues are a legal and  compulsory  payment by 

parents each year your daughter attends Zayed  College for 

Girls.  
 

JazakumAllah Khairan to those parents that have paid or are 

making  payments.  
  

If you have not paid please contact Sister Sunita Kalidas on 

09 2550904 or email 

zayed_accounts@zayedcollege.school.nz to find out your 

balance.  

You can pay in full or make  regular  smaller payments. 

Please make arrangements as soon as possible.  

Letters will be sent out shortly for overdue  attendance fees 

and outstanding debts e.g. unpaid camp fees. 
 

State-integrated schools are schools that were previously 

private and have become part of the state education         

system.  
 

However, the land and buildings are not owned by the      

government. Because of this we DO NOT get funding from 

the government for capital works on the land and buildings. 

This  funding comes from the Proprietors, Al Nahyan Trust. 
 

Section 36 of the Private Schools Conditional Integration Act 

1975 enables Proprietors to collect attendance dues. This 

money is then used to pay for improvements to the land and 

buildings. 

Newsletter Submissions 
We do accept submissions of student work , so get creative! It 

could be an artwork, a short story, an important  notice, or 

maybe just a nice quote.  

 
It's a good way for you to get your name out into the          

Community too. Please pass your work by the subject teacher 

for them to submit on your behalf.  

Market Day 

This term in Social Science, your daughter has been         

engaging in the Enterprise Studies Programme 2017.  

This program requires your daughter to work in groups 

and collaborate with group members to create a product 

to sell at the Zayed College for Girls annual Market Day 

event.  

The event is scheduled to take place on Tuesday the 26th 

September in the school gymnasium.  

We would like to extend a warm invitation to all mothers 

and daughters to support their daughter's and sister's 

business idea. It will be great to see you there! 

Board of Trustees Student Representative  

Elections 

 
At the close of nominations, we have the  following valid 

nominees: 

Mariam Zorgati  Y12 

Rukshad Nisha   Y12 

Huria Fayyaz       Y12 

Heeba Patel        Y12 

Nurullah Aljaf      Y12 

Memoona    Y12 

Aesha Feroz    Y10 

Voting will be held on 20TH September 2017 and the   

results will be announced on the 22nd September 2017. 

Returning Officer 

Masira Khan 

 

Year 7 - 11 

Tuesday 26 September 



 

Notes 
On occasion, the students require  money to 

pay for trips, sports activities and even mufti to 

name a few.  

Please send your daughter to school with the 

correct monies/amount asked for, we do not 

hold money in the school. 

 ___________________ 

 
 

Staff do all they can to locate lost property but 

the school cannot be held responsible.       

Parents/Legal Guardians can help greatly by 

making sure everything is named.  

 

 

Year 7 Vision Checks 
 

When children are 11 or 12, they 

have their distance vision 

checked at school. Your daughter 

had her vision checked on the 

18th of September 2017. 

If the screening picks up a vision 

problem, the nurses will contact 

you if your child needs to be     

assessed and your child will be 

referred for a full assessment. 

Health Services - Free Vision 

Checks 

“…And do not commit abuse on the earth, spreading          

corruption.” Qur’an, 2:60 

 
Littering, deforestation, toxic waste and pesticides are a form 

of corruption. Sure, these are not equivalent to murder but in 

the long run, these things take human lives too, a fact. That is 

what the Qur’an is alarming readers about. 
In the end, when we don’t restore these things to harmony we 

only end up polluting our own little bubble of survival. That is 

why Allah says our catastrophes are self-inflicted; “corruption 

has appeared throughout the land and sea by what the hands 

of people have earned”. As if to give a wake-up call, people 

are told these catastrophic processes can heal and eliminate 

social and natural disorders, but through belief in Allah and 

respect for nature. 

 
“…So… let them taste part of (the consequences of) what they 

have done that perhaps they will return (to righteous-

ness).” (Qur’an 30:41). 

 

Source: Quran Verses on the Environment 

Faith In Action: Beach Clean Up 
Yr 13 Leader: Duaa Belgacem 

 

Once we reached the beach, we got into pairs and each 

pair were assigned a patch of beach which they were             

responsible for cleaning. This was a good strategy as it 

was effective in cleaning a large portion of the beach in 

a short period of time.  

We picked up as much rubbish as we could in the time 

we had. By the end of it, the girls were happy with the 

results and it made a clear impact on us as well as the 

environment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

To reward the group after their excellent hard work, I 

had prepared some snacks for after and we relaxed at 

the park until our transport arrived to collect us. Overall 

the trip to the beach was successful and fun. 

Left: Mariah Faiyoz (yr 8) was not 

impressed with the types of rubbish 

found.  
Middle picture below: Duaa         

Belgacem (yr 13) leading the way. 
Far left pictures, top and below : 

Zayed College students caring for 

their environment. 
Right picture below: only some of the 

bags of rubbish that were collected. 

http://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/services-and-support/health-care-services/free-vision-checks-children
http://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/services-and-support/health-care-services/free-vision-checks-children
https://greenfitree.wordpress.com/2013/06/17/10-quran-verses-on-the-environment-and-do-able-action-plans/


Get cash back in your pocket - claim your school donation 

tax rebate 

  

We encourage parents to claim their school donation 

each year but recent research shows that millions of   

dollars goes unclaimed every year by families across NZ. 

  

Schoolrebates.co.nz have made it easy for you to claim 

your tax rebate back using their online platform. Their 

feedback shows the process is quick and easy, and if 

you’ve never claimed you can go back 4 years! 

 

If you don’t have receipts you can request these as part of 

the online process and we will provide them directly 

to Schoolrebates.co.nz.  No paperwork or dealing with IRD 

required. 

  

To illustrate, if you have two children at school and are 

paying $600 a year in donations you are entitled to 

$199.98 - over four years this would be $799.92 in cash 

back. 

 Inclusion or Exclusion? 

If an activity or item is a part of the core education      

curriculum (like seeing a play students will be assessed 

on, or a school report), then your child has a right to be 

included.  

They must be allowed to participate or receive the item, 

whether or not you pay any donation.  

There is no right to extra-curricular activities or items that 

are not part of the core curriculum, such as camps,     

involvement in sports teams, the school ball or the year-

book.  

The school can exclude students from these if you do not 

pay for them, or for other reasons, for  example as       

discipline.  

The school must not discriminate against students on 

illegal grounds such as sex, religion, race or disability. The 

law is unclear on whether schools can exclude your child 

from these extra-curricular things because you have not 

paid the school fees. Many schools have policies which 

do so. 

Mumps Outbreak Reported 
 

Auckland is experiencing an unprecedented mumps   out-

break. There have been over 370 cases with more than 

60 schools affected this year. Schools have had to ex-

clude students and staff with mumps and any close con-

tacts who haven’t been fully immunised with the  measles

-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine. 

  

This has disrupted the school, the students’ learning and 

parents who have had to take time off work. Mumps can 

have serious complications requiring hospitalisation. 

  

With exam and assessment time coming up in secondary 

schools, please check your children have had two doses 

of the MMR vaccine. This will also protect students from 

the contagious measles and rubella viruses as well. 

http://schoolrebates.co.nz/
http://schoolrebates.co.nz/


Faith In Action: Kindergarten 
 Yr 13 Leaders: Samaah Hussain and Nora 

Rahimi 

No of Girls: 15 

 

All students thoroughly enjoyed the day as 

equally as the preschool children, if not more! 

It was moving to see the smiles on the chil-

dren's faces and be part of the reason why.  

The students did the following activities with 

them: 

 Read books to children 

 Performed a Puppet show 

 Made figures using Play - dough 

 Made animal shapes with balloons 

 Played Simon Says (Body Parts) 

 

The teachers of the kindergarten were very happy for our 

presence and said it was really amazing to have Muslim 

girls coming out and contributing to the community.   

At the end of the day we presented them with a gift    

hamper of coloring books, play-dough, toys, tennis    

rackets and sand boxes. that our group had fundraised 

for.  

It was also rewarding for us as a school; we collaborated 

with each other in order to make this day a success.  

We worked together and  demonstrated our RIDE  

(Respect, Integrity, Diligence and Equity) values   

throughout the day as we strive to do in our every day 

lives. 

Thank you to our teachers for helping us organise this 

event and inshallah, long may Faith in Action continue.  

 

BOT Meetings 

 
Visitors are welcome to attend the BOT meetings. All 

meetings are held in the Board Room at 6:00pm. 

 

Next Meeting: 19 October 2017 

 

Visitors are always welcome. 

NZ School Trustees Association (NZSTA) clarifies the role 

of members of the public attending BOT meetings, as 

follows. 

Members of the public are always welcome to come and 

sit in on all or part of a board meeting. BOT meeting 

agendas are created by the BOT chair and Principal and 

are usually quite full. Meetings usually include a           

curriculum or learning focus, a Principal’s report, Finance 

report, policy and procedure review and a number of    

other items of business. 

Anyone wishing to add an item to the agenda, must     

provide the item in writing to the chairman or Principal at 

least ten days prior to the scheduled meeting.  

Whether or not the item will appear on the next meeting’s 

agenda will depend firstly on whether the item is a      

governance matter appropriate to be discussed by the 

BOT, or a day to day management issue which is more 

appropriately dealt with by the Principal.  

A second consideration is the number of items already on 

the agenda. When members of the public attend        

meetings we have been advised that they do not have 

speaking rights unless invited to do so by the BOT. 



Faith In Action: Visiting the Elderly 
 Yr 13 Leader: Aakifa Chida, 

 

Prior to the day, I contacted ParkHaven Rest home and 

asked if we could come and visit and what could we 

bring as gifts for the residents. They were very excited to 

have us and mentioned the residents liked fruit and  

flowers. 

On the morning of the visit, Jahaan, Sidiqah and I went 

with Ust Kareema (our teacher in charge) to buy  fruit 

and bouquets of flowers with money that the SAFA group 

had fundraised.  Ust Jasmine also contributed a box of 

fruit to give them as well. 

We arrived at ParkHaven and were lead into the main 

common area where we were greeted by the residents 

who welcomed us with a Maori song. 

After we had briefly introduced ourselves, we presented 

them with the gifts and then split into  groups to mingle 

with the residents. 

We thoroughly enjoyed our time. There were many         

inspiring stories of wisdom and experience. We learnt 

about the importance of time and the respect we should 

have for our loved ones.  

We were taken to the dementia ward which was in a      

separate area. We were able to communicate with a few 

of the residents there but Dementia is a sad disease. 

When we returned to the main room, one elderly        

gentleman requested to give a speech. He was unable to 

form words that were easily understood but the sincerity 

of his efforts to thank us, humbled us immensely.  

We ended the day by saying a short prayer for them and 

thanking them for allowing us to visit. The residents 

asked us to come back again soon and they said we 

were welcome anytime.  
 

There were a lot of tears that day. This was an            

experience my team will never forget. It reminds us of 

what our Prophet Muhammad, Sallalahu alayhe wa 

Salam said: 

Take advantage of five conditions before five others: youth 

before old age, good health before illness, prosperity     

before poverty, free time before becoming occupied, and 

life before death. ~Tirmidhi 

The Quran specifically mentions this progressive             

deterioration in intellectual abilities: 
 

It is Allah who creates you and takes your souls at death; 

and of you there are some who are sent back to a feeble 

age, so that they know nothing after having known (much): 

for Allah is All-Knowing, All-Powerful. 

    Surah An Nahl 16:70 



Osmeivy Ortega - Cuban Artist has 

a day long workshop with Year 7 - 

8 
We had the privilege of having a Cuban Printmaker    

conduct a workshop for our Junior Arts classes Y7 and 

Y8. He lives and works in Havana.  

He graduated at the prestigious ISA (Institute Superior 

de Arte) and is now a professor there. He has had solo 

exhibitions of his work in Washington DC, Mexico and 

Spain. Our students were able to learn from a specialist 

printmaker the techniques implemented in his own art-

works. We are truly thankful for this wonderful learning 

opportunity  arranged by Ust Anusha.  ~ Ust Tracey 

 

Artists CV and Art 

Living and working in Havana, Cuba with a studio on the 

grounds of the prestigious ISA (Instituto Superior de 

Arte), Osmeivy Ortega is an artist surrounded by strong 

cultural and physical ties to the natural world.  

Ortega first graduated from the ISA and is now a  profes-

sor there, fostering a renewed interest in progressive 

printmaking  techniques. Already a sensation in Cuba,  

Ortega has had solo exhibitions of his work in          

Washington DC and the Cleveland Institute of Art as well 

as numerous group exhibitions within the United States 

as well as Mexico and Spain.  

His work is dominated by his connection to animals and 

the natural world, each “portrait” speaking to a          

metaphysical sense of shared  emotion between       

animals and humans. 
 

To see more of Osmeivy Ortega’s work click here 

Above picture: Ust Lina could not resist getting in a   

photo with a world renowned artist with Year 7s and 8s.  

Osmeivy Ortega is currently at Otahuhu College working 

on a commission piece for the International Airport. He 

is carving a massive mural of NZ birds which will include 

the duck in this photo. ( It is actually a carving of two 

ducks which he is still working on). 

Above right picture: Imaan Sheik and Samira Ahmed (Yr 

7) with their finished lithographs. 

Below right picture: Students learning carving            

techniques.  

 

Sisters Nur Iffah (yr11) and Nur 

Afiqah Mohamad (Y7), are the 

proud owners of an Osmeivy 

Ortega original. 

 

http://saltfineart.net/artists-2/osmeivy-ortega/
http://saltfineart.net/artists-2/osmeivy-ortega/


 

Zayed College Drama Groups are preparing scenes from The Merchant 

of Venice, Othello and MacBeth, as well as a sonnet and monologue 

to celebrate the great playright and poet as part of the Arts Showcase. 

This exciting event is for Ladies Only.  

Please support our talented students! 

There will be wonderful student art to view 

also. 

Friday 27 October 

Save the date! 
 

*To be held in the Zayed College Gym 

 

An Afternoon with Shakespeare 
It's coming soon . . . an afternoon with the Bard of Avon himself - Shakespeare! 

 


