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The staff and students of Zayed College for Girls will be
honoured to have your presence at our Cultural Day 2018.

On the 12th of April, 2018, from
10.00am to 3.30pm.
The event will celebrate the welcoming diversity of
Zayed College, with performances by students from different
cultural backgrounds. It’s a fantastic teaching and learning
opportunity for us all.

Join us for a phenomenal ride of food and
celebration of the cultures of
Zayed College
LADIES ONLY EVENT

admin@zayedcollege.school.nz

Feedback/Complaints:
paprincipal@zayedcollege.school.nz

Website:
www.zayedcollege.school.nz

RSVP: Fawziyyah Rafiq (frak@zayedcollege.school.nz) or Shalu Aara
(saara@zayedcollege.school.nz )

School camp is a fantastic opportunity for children to
develop new skills, friendships and interests. I was very
fortunate to be a part of the School Camp. The memories I
have of the Camp are many and has become an indelible
part of my heart. However, I would like to encourage parents
to send their daughters to the camp in the future.
The benefits of school camp are numerous:
1. Development of social skills
School camp is a great opportunity to develop a range of
social skills. Most activities at camp involve team work,
which is great to strengthen established friendships and also
to develop new friendships by connecting with children they
don’t regularly talk with at school.
Through bonding activities, children develop supportive relationships not only with different children, but also with their
teachers. At camp, children have the opportunity to learn
about acceptance, caring and understanding.
2. Development of independence skills
For many children school camp is their first time away from
family and home for a few nights. Parents are not there to
remind their kids to eat their vegetables, brush their teeth, or
to have a shower.
Therefore, this is a great opportunity for kids to grow up by
learning how take care of themselves and to do things on
their own. Most kids do rise to the challenge and learn to rely
on themselves when they spend time away home.
3. Development of decision-making skills
Should I go with my friends or should I do the activity I really
want to do? Should I have the third slice of pizza? Should I
stay up or go to bed? children are responsible for making
more of their own choices. This is a very important skill which
will come handy as the grow older.
4. Increased environmental awareness
During camp, children are exposed to authentic naturebased experiences. Hands-on activities in the outdoors stimulate all senses and facilitate learning. Children become
more aware of the environment, develop outdoor skills and
appreciation for nature.

Camp is a once in a year opportunity you cannot miss.
Camp offers the opportunity to bond with students and
create memories you can all share and relate to.
Of the many things we learnt there, the most memorable
for me was the bush skills: we learnt how to prepare for
bush walks; what to take and what to pack for the
unexpected. We also learnt how to set up an overnight
shelter in the bush using a tarp and some rope.
The most practical and creative thing I learnt, was that the
leaves of a Kawakawa plant could be used to temporarily
heal an itchy bite, it can also be boiled and used for
medicinal purposes.
kawakawa-herbal-healing-from-the-bush
maori-medicine
We did go down to Piha beach however the waves were
too dangerous so we took some amazing photographs
instead. Overall the Camp was a great chance to make
new friends and create high school memories.
~Aziza Shawudun Year 10

“The weather is
so friendly!
We arrived
safely,
Alhumdoullilah”
Ustadha Elena

5. Learning new skills
At school camp, children will be exposed to a range of activities that they may not have tried before. When away from
their parents, children are often more adventurous and willing to try new things.
6. Praying Together
My highlight of the camp when the girls and I prayed together
on the lawn and we were one with nature.
Just Allah Subhana wa Ta’Ala’s natural creation, us,
tranquility and the chirping of birds. Alhumdoulillah, it was
the best feeling .Next year, I encourage more parents to take
advantage of this opportunity InshaaAllah.
Jazakum Allah Khairan
Ustadha Famida Adam

Arriving at the Camp in
a beautiful bush setting. “Have I brought
too much luggage?” ~
Ustadha Sandy

I am so thankful to these lovely ladies who have worked
so hard to support the girls.
Ustada Famida and Sister Suraiya thank you for being
with us and especially for helping in the kitchen and for
cleaning/mopping the dining room floor.
Ustada Hala, Nadeema, GlenAnne and Sister Sharifa for
looking after the girls during and after every activity.
And to Ustadha Sandy for coming to help out on
Monday. It was very tiring but connecting with the girls
makes it all worth it. ~ Ustadha Elena

From the 12th to the 14th of February 2018, Zayed College girls left
off for a 2 day camp to Piha Mill campsite. https://
www.onebigadventure.org.nz/piha-mill-camp.html
We participated in many team building activities that allowed us to
bond with different year levels. Some of the activities were
orienteering, bush walking, archery and a walk to Piha beach to
name just a few!
The campsite was inviting and comfortable despite the insects! We
slept in bunk cabins with mixed year levels and stayed up talking,
getting to know each other, laughing and having fun until the wee
hours of the morning.
The camp instructors were very nice and the food was delicious.
Teachers were supportive and had fun too.
As a senior, I had a wonderful time being with friends and making
new ones before the start of my second NCEA year.
We sincerely thank all the teachers that came along and Ustada
Bernardo for organising such an amazing event. I hope the next
camp is just as fun, I get to enjoy one more camp InshaaAllah!
~Sumayyah Hamam Year 12

Parents are calling out for a PTA
Partnerships between parents, educators and children
enhance children’s success. We know that children learn
more when everyone in the school community works
together to share thoughts and information and work on
projects to benefit the children.
Friends of Zayed College for Girls Parent Teacher
Association (known as PTA herein) are excited to begin
our first membership campaign. We held a small
fundraiser at Athletics Day which was very successful.
But we need more help. We invite you to join our PTA by
clicking on this link Yes! I want to join the PTA! Along with
your children’s teachers and school staff, community
leaders and other concerned citizens as we work toward
enriching the lives of all of the children at our school.
Our goals are to maintain a strong and supportive PTA,
and to promote parent involvement in the school, home
and community. We ask both husbands and wives to join,
along with students, teachers, grandparents and other
community members. You don’t have to be a parent to
belong to PTA!
We also have PTA Executive Board positions for the 20182019 school year available such as Chairperson,
Secretary and Treasurer. Please see the PTA Executive
Board Letter 2018 here regarding applying for board
positions.

Attendance Dues
Attendance Dues are a legal and compulsory payment by
parents each year your daughter attends Zayed College for Girls.
JazakumAllah Khairan to those parents that have paid or are
making payments.
If you have not paid please contact Sister Sunita Kalidas on 09
2550904 or email zayed_accounts@zayedcollege.school.nz to
find out your balance.
You can pay in full or make regular smaller payments. Please
make arrangements as soon as possible.
Letters will be sent out shortly for overdue attendance fees and
outstanding debts e.g. unpaid camp fees.
State-integrated schools are schools that were previously private
and have become part of the state education system.
However, the land and buildings are not owned by the
government. Because of this we DO NOT get funding from the
government for capital works on the land and buildings. This
funding comes from the Proprietors, Al Nahyan Trust.
Section 36 of the Private Schools Conditional Integration Act
1975 enables Proprietors to collect attendance dues. This
money is then used to pay for improvements to the land and
buildings.

Get cash back in your pocket - claim your school
donation tax rebate

Nominations are for Board positions only and close 13
April 2018.
Friends of Zayed College for Girls would appreciate your
membership and we welcome your ideas. Please join us
by completing this brief online form. We look forward to
having YOU as a member!
TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

With Thanks
Further on from above, the Friends of Zayed College
fundraised at the IWCNZ netball tournament held at
Zayed College for Girls last Saturday which was very
successful.
We would like to thank our sponsors who donated goods
and/or discounted products for us.
Many thanks go to Brother Naushad Ali, General Manager
of The Get Fresh group for your continued support and
generous donations and to Brother Tamiq of Kiwi Diner
for the use of your pie warmer and generously discounted
goods. To all the parents and students who baked goods,
helped in the kitchen on the fries, barbeque, bake stall;
teachers , students and parents who came to support us;
the weather held out and we totally enjoyed the day, it
was great fun.
May Allah reward each
and everyone of you for
your efforts made in His
name, Ameen

We encourage parents to claim their school donation each
year but recent research shows that millions of dollars
goes unclaimed every year by families across NZ.
Schoolrebates.co.nz have made it easy for you to claim your
tax rebate back using their online platform. Their feedback
shows the process is quick and easy, and if you’ve never
claimed you can go back 4 years!
To illustrate, if you have two children at school and are paying $600 a year in donations you are entitled to $199.98 over four years this would be $799.92 in cash back.

Art

“It’s not where you take things from - it’s where you
take them to." Jean-Luc Godard
I used to think I had a broad understanding of Art.
That was until I visited the Auckland Art Gallery.
https://www.aucklandartgallery.com
Seeing all the different Art forms showed me that Art
has no limits nor is there a wrong way or a right way.
Jim Jarmusch, an American film director,
screenwriter, actor, producer, editor, and composer
said, “Nothing is original.
Steal from anywhere that resonates with inspiration
or fuels your imagination. Devour old films, new films,
books, paintings, photographs, poems, dreams, random conversations, architecture, bridges, street
signs, trees, clouds, bodies of water, light, and shadows.
Select only things to steal from that speak directly to your soul. If you do this, your work (and
theft) will be authentic. Authenticity is invaluable; originality is non-existent. And don’t bother
concealing your thievery-celebrate it if you feel like it. In any case, always remember what Jean
-Luc Godard said: “It’s not where you take things from - it’s where you take them to."
This concept has opened me up creatively and I am somewhat relieved as I had always
pressured myself to be artistically original. Now I know I can be original, by expanding on what
has gone before. I am very thankful for this trip as I gained a knowledge that I can apply in my
Art class and my everyday life. ~Sarah Almandeel Year 11
I am so pleased you enjoyed and gained knowledge with our visit to the art gallery. We will be
having another trip next term, thank you for your feedback ~Ustadha Glen—Anne

Newsletter Submissions
Transport needed
We urgently require transport in the
Otahuhu, Flatbush area.
If you are able to assist, please contact
Lina on 255 0904 as soon as possible.

Change of details

Have you recently moved house?
Changed your phone number? Have a
new mobile number or are now using
email?
Please let the school know of any
changes to your circumstances as soon
as possible.

We do accept submissions of student
work , so get creative! It could be an
artwork, a short story, an important
notice, or maybe just a nice quote.
It's a good way for you to get your name
out into the Community too. Please pass
your work by the subject teacher for your
teacher to submit on your behalf.
We have a new section, Spotlight on
Manaakitanga, if your child is helping out
in the community, please let me know.
Pictures would be great too!
Send story and pictures to:
admin@zayedcollege.school.nz

From the Mathematics Department
Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakathuhu
Firstly we would like to thank all the parents for supporting their daughters learning at home, especially those
that took their time out to attend our Parent – Teacher
Day. It has been a good, positive start to the year and
thank you to all the parents for your help and support in
this.
All our students now have access to Education Perfect
and students have been provided with their login details.
Other useful sites include:
https://nzmaths.co.nz/supporting-school-maths
http://bestmaths.net/
https://www.youcubed.org/tasks/
https://nrich.maths.org/secondary-lower
Please continue to support your daughter’s education,
whether it be by helping with homework or setting time
aside to find out what they are learning in school or
playing board games like Monopoly and snakes and
ladders. Mathematics is found and used in so many
different ways in our daily lives. Try to encourage your
child’s mathematical thinking by drawing attention to the
skills of measuring (in cooking for example) or calculating
discounts on prices when shopping, even pointing out
patterns around them.
To build numeracy and encourage students problem
solving and critical thinking skills we have introduced
regular weekly Maths competitions at school for both
students as well as teachers.
We look forward to your support and to working together
with you in supporting your child’s learning this year in
Mathematics. Please do not hesitate to contact your
child’s teacher if you have any concerns or suggestions
on what we can do to improve. ~ Ustadha Fawziyyah

Spotlight on Manaakitanga
On the day of the Parent Teacher Meet, students did not
come to school. Sara Bouladam of Year 7 decided to spend
part of her day helping out in her old school library at New
Windsor Primary School. JazakiAllah Khairan Sara for giving
back to the community that helped shape you.
A maori proverb says:
Tangata ako ana i te whare, te turanga ki te marae, tau ana.
(A person who is taught at home, will stand collected on the
Marae (meeting house grounds)
Which means a child who is given proper values at home and
cherished within his family, will not only behave well
amongst the family but also within society and throughout
his or her life.

Attendance/Absences
Your help in ensuring that appointments etc. are
arranged outside of school hours when possible and
bringing children into school before and after
appointments is much appreciated.
If a child is not coming to school, please ring or send a
note with a sibling. It is school policy to contact parents if
we have an unexplained absence. Please note that
parents are legally obliged to provide a written
explanation for children’s absences.
The Principal has a legal obligation to report all children
who are absent for more than 20 days in a school year
and also those children whose attendance is erratic or
giving the school cause for concern, whether they have
missed 20 days or not.
Thankyou to all the parents who took the time to fill out
the online survey after the Parent Teacher meet. We
received some excellent feedback and welcomed
suggestions on how to improve. The next step is to look at
areas for discussion and thinking about how to further
improve the partnerships with our school families.

Heart Talk

“La yu-akhithukumu Allahubillaghwi fee aymanikum walakin yu-akhithukumbima kasabat quloobukum wallahu
ghafoorun hallem”.
Allah will not call you to task for thoughtlessness in your
oaths, but for the intention in your hearts; and He is Oftforgiving, Most Forbearing.
Al-Baqarah 225
—————————————————
‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas (RA) reported that the Messenger of
Allah (SAW) said that Allah, the Glorious, said, “Verily,
Allah has ordered that the good and the bad deeds be
written down. Then He explained it clearly how (to write):
He who intends to do a good deed but he does not do it,
Allah records it for him as a full good deed, but if he carries out his intention, then Allah the Exalted, writes it
down from ten to seven hundred folds, and even more.
But if he intends an evil act and has not done it, then
Allah writes it down with Him as a full good deed, but if
he intends it and has done it, Allah writes it down as one
bad deed.”
Bukhari & Muslim
————————————————Before the throne of the Almighty, man will be judged not
by his acts but by his intentions. For God alone reads our
hearts.
Mahatma Gandhi

Shakespeare: Macbeth
To support Y12 and Y13 students in their English classes, they were privileged to watch one of Shakespeare’s greatest
plays Macbeth, at the Pop-up Globe. The world’s first full-scale temporary working replica of one of the greatest theatres
in history, the second Globe. https://popupglobe.co.nz/
The story narrates about a brave Scottish General named Macbeth who receives a prophecy from a trio of witches that
one day he will become King of Scotland. Consumed by ambition and spurred to action by his wife, Macbeth murders
King Duncan and takes the Scottish throne for himself. He is then wracked with guilt and paranoia which kills him.
It was an interactive thrilling experience that the Y12 and Y13 students recommend the whole school watch. We
sincerely thank our English teachers for organising an amazing trip. ~ Ustadha Famida

A refreshing reminder from Ustadha Sandy
Swimming is part
of learning in the
Physical Education
department.
Not only do the girls
learn different
swimming strokes but
they also learn basic water survival. Floating and kicking
are the basic movements and followed up by proper
execution of different strokes.
Most of the students are very good swimmers and they
love playing modified water polo and water soccer.
Swimming develops mind and body coordination,
self-confidence and trust. ~ Ustadha Elena

Compliment and encourage your daughter
when she has had a good day. Make time to
listen to any concerns and reassure her that
other new students will also have good and
bad days to begin with. Speak positively
about the College and the future. Ensure
that she is eating a balanced diet, is
exercising and is getting sufficient sleep, as this will
lessen the effects of stress.
The Guidance Counsellor provides a professional and
confidential counselling service to all students, and to
staff and parents when needed.
The purpose of counselling is to support and encourage a
student’s academic, psycho-social and personal
development, so that she can advance to her full
potential.
Please encourage your daughter to speak to me if she is
experiencing difficulties or concerns that are affecting her
ability to function effectively at school. I will assist her to
find solutions that will build on her strengths, raise selfesteem and increase resilience.

